From the Board of Editors

Folia linguistica et litteraria, a journal of language and literary studies, was founded in the winter of 2010 at the Institute for language and literature of the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Montenegro. 

This is a peer reviewed international journal, with a mission of promoting contemporary research in the fields of language and literary studies, through original scientific or other professional papers, such as reviews and translations of theoretical works. Therefore, special honour and pleasure for the signer of these words comes from the fact that the authorship of the papers selected for this first issue of Folia belongs to both renowned and young scholars coming from all over the world. 

International and intercultural character of the journal is symbolically reflected in the theme that opens not only this issue but the journal in general – “D. H. Lawrence as a Travel Writer.” This traveller and rebel, one of the leading authors of English modernism, spent his life wandering over the continents, meridians, and various cultural milieus, expanding the horizons of both himself and others. The papers on Lawrence that are included here were first presented at the European Society for the Study of English (ESSE) conference held in Turin in August 2010.

According to Simonetta de Filippis, whose paper opens the journal, we have chosen to discuss Lawrence as a travel writer because 

travelling is a fundamental experience in our society and, particularly in the last decades, it has allowed a continuous movement of groups of people across continents. The sense of displacement and exile, the confrontation with other cultures, the re-configuration of the idea of centre/margin, the concept of borders, frontiers, nation, cultural identity have become a focus of interest in our life and, more specifically, in academic research.

The courageous honesty of Lawrence’s travel writing, his avant-garde rethinking of the supposed superiority of the West, echoes through contemporary science of language and literature, as well as through philosophy, answering a need to redefine traditional Euro​centrism and accept racial and cultural coexistence of differences, de Filippis argues. This notion is confirmed in the paper titled “Creatively Responding to the Other: D. H. Lawrence’s Mornings in Mexico and Ethical Criticism” by Isabel Fernandez from the Centre of Foreign Languages, University of Lisbon. Discussing Lawrence’s conception of existence, as expressed in the book of travel he wrote while living among the natives of the American Southwest, Fernandez relies on ethical criticism and defines Lawrence’s perspective as a responsible and inherently creative response to the other.

In his paper “Unsettling the Traveller: The Returned Gaze in Sea and Sardinia” Peter Preston from the D. H. Lawrence Research Centre of the University of Nottingham, analyzes Lawrence as he looks at himself in his text, where he appears both as an author and as a narrator, and then turns his look towards himself as a traveller and the only foreigner in the place he is travelling through. When at one moment the place stops being a part of fiction, the traveller becomes aware of the wonder Lawrence causes among the natives of Sardinia, on one hand, and of being treated in the context of national stereotypes, on the other hand. How much our gaze determines what we see, and how much the object of our look is self-contained and unknowable, is dealt with in the paper of Marija Knežević, who observes Lawrence’s work in a wider context of modern literature. She assumes that in its general relativizing spirit, by interrogating the inherited narrative conventions, already modernism was questioning itself both as a manner of seeing the world and as a way of expressing its perspective. 

This section is followed by a group of papers devoted to various phenomena of world literature and literary theory. In his paper “Life, Politics, and Aesthetics: Theodor W. Adorno’s and Walter Benjamin’s Reflections on the Historical Avantgarde,” Arvi Sepp, from University of Antwerp and Erasmus University College of Brussels, surveys the relation between avant-garde art, especially surrealism, and popular culture. Sepp thus makes room to discuss the tensions visible in Adorno’s and Benjamin’s work, as well as the general issue of relations between artistic autonomy, committed art, and modernity. “Forgotten Journey – The traces Imprinted in Fairy Tales” is the first part of Dra​gana Kršenković Brković’s study that deals with modern fairy tales as sublime expression of the genuine human experience, and researches the processes through which certain characteristics of traditional tales are being mimicked or cancelled in contemporary world. Moving on to the Romantic literary phenomena, Nataša Bakić Mirić from the University of Niš, Serbia, introduces us to the critical reception of the poetry of the famous British Romantic – Percy Bysshe Shelley, while Jelena Knežević discusses the symbolical and polyvalent figure of the angel in Rilke’s Duino Elegies. This is followed by the paper entitled “American Gothic – C. B. Brown and the Re-Birth of a Genre,” in which Marko Lukić from the University of Zadar, Croatia, shows how national and historical specifics become reflected by literary genres and discusses Charles Brockton Brown as “a key contributor to the successful adaptation of the Gothic genre” in the United States of America. 

The first of the essays on contemporary literature is Milena Kostić’s analysis of Ewan McEwen’s novel Black Dog, which problematizes the phenomenon of demythologisation in the context of World War II and the perverted social practices that lead to violence, aggressions, and racism. Janko Andrijašević’s paper “The Desperation of Gods in The White Tiger and The Inheritance of Loss” has similar interests and focuses on the young generation of Anglo-Indian writers, Kiran Desai and Aravind Adiga, pointing out that although Indian culture is dominantly religious, contemporary images of gods have deteriorated to the level of trivial ornaments or are utterly absent. Discussing the migration experience in Stanišić’s novel Wie der Soldat das Grammofon repariert (How the Soldier Repairs a Gramophone), Maren Kaiser from Friedrich-Schiller-Universität in Jena, shows the immigrant experience as reflected through the narrative which involves numerous perspectives and genre diversity. 


The section devoted to female voices in the worlds of fiction opens with the study of female sexual transgressions as depicted in the nineteenth century novel. Discussing Flaubet’s Madam Bovary, Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina, and  Effi Briest by Theodor Fontane,  American professor Maria Miklochak looks at the connection between literature and science, particularly medicine, in the nineteenth century. In a somewhat unexpected context, “violent wives and liberated husbands” appear in the work of the francophone writer Tahar Bena Jelloun. Although the author himself rejects the subordinate role and victimisation of woman, Shonu Nangia form the Louisiana State University at  Alexandria, USA, notices the male confused and existentially broken by the new disharmony in the male-female relations. “Women`s Speech in The Reader by Bernhard Schlink,” by Budimka Uskoković from the University of Belgrade, analyzes female speech using the example of the novel’s two heroines, Hanna Schmitz and the young Jewish girl. These women’s speech generally depends on the historical and social milieus in which they were growing up. 
The papers included in the section devoted to contemporary Montenegrin literature are primarily of narratological interest. This part of the journal opens with the paper about Borislav Pekić’s novel Pilgrimage of Arsenije Njegovan by Maja Sekulović from the University of Montenegro who examines the novel’s temporal plain. In her paper “Autobiographical Novel as a Mediation between Fiction and Reality,” Kataryna Sudnik from Krakow university elaborates on the autobiographical elements of the novels Mimesis by Andrej Nikolaidis and Private Gallery by Balša Brković, drawing on the theory of autobiographism developed by the French theoretist Philippe Lejeune. After Sudnik, Ivana Petrović gives a detailed analysis of the various and dominant poetical procedures in the novel Mojkovačka bitka by Ćamil Sijarić. Olga Voji​čić Komatina studies the poetics of Baši​ć’s novel In Another’s Nest, involving thematic-range motives, psychological concretization of the protagonists, and genre syncretism. 

Four papers are devoted to the world of theatre. Esmeralda Subashi from the University of Tirana deals with Tennessee Williams’s plastic theatre and focuses on his experimental drama, especially on the technioques used in his play Glass Menagerie. Loran Gami analyzes traces of contemporary art, especially surrealism, in Samuel Beckett’s poetics. He discusses the elements of cubism and abstract expressionism, but also Verfremdungs​effekt of Brecht’s epic theatre. Zoran Koprivica from the University of Montenegro presents a comparative study of film adaptations of Hamlet by Olivier, Kozintsev and Branagh. He concludes that because of its generic specificity “literary text cannot be the model for the techniques of adaptation,” but that “the structural diversity of literature and film determines the type of adaptation.” Iris Klosi approaches the challenges of theatre translations. She adopts the assumption of Ortrun Zuber that a play is always dependent on its direct influence on the audience and that, therefore, translators should not be left invisible in the world of theatre, but should be given obvious credits as creators whose macro-textual understanding is necessary for the dramatic analysis of fiction. Klosi gives interesting illustrations of various translation problems and suggests their possible solutions. 
The part of Folia devoted to language studies opens with the paper “Languages in Contact and Contrast” by Aleksandra Banjević. Investigating the reasons of various historical contacts between languages, Banjević mostly relies on  Rudolf Filipović and argues that language contacts can be studied in three directions: language acquisition, language borrowing, and translation. In her paper “Meaning in Cognitive Approach“, Gordana Đurković from the University of Montenegro analyzes meaning as multilayered and conditioned by context, which transcends language and is a product of experience that is not necessarily linguistic. A descriptive study titled “Lexical Cohesion in Humorous Texts” by Olje Jojić, from the University in East Sarajevo, presents a research on the ways in which lexical units become mutually connected and also connected with other cohesive means, thus enabling textual coherence. Jojić concludes that humorous texts must rely on these cohesive connectors much more than any other type of text and draws her examples from various jokes. In “The Syntactic Synonyms of Adverbs within the Language of Stefan Mitrov Ljubiša” Miloš Krivokapić notices higher frequency of the “glagolski prilog sadašnji” than the “glagolski prilog prošli” in the language of the Montenegrin author and gives detailed description and analysis. 

Two papers are devoted to foreign language in education. Ame​la Lukač Zoranić from the International University of Novi Pazar points to social and market necessity of introducing Business English within higher education, while Danijela Ljubojević, dealing with matters of methodology, investigates objective, valid, and reliable evaluation methods in a foreign language classroom. 

A significant part of this issue regards the language of media. Tatjana Marjanović from the University of Banja Luka investigates the compressed constructions of noun phrases in English newspaper articles and compares them to those in Serbian articles. Milica Vu​ko​vić deals with polarisation in political discourse, using the example of pronouns in TV interviews in British, American, and Montenegrin media. Last, but not least, Deja Piletić, from the Italian Department of the Faculty of Philosophy in Nikšić, analyzes titles in Italian newspapers, showing how the language of media often reflects the momentary conditions of language in general, mirroring its tendencies and changes, as well as their eventual outcomes. 

 Folia linguistica et litteraria, thanks to the variety of papers present here, offers an adventure in reading and rethinking language and literary phenomena. Thus this issue meets the primary aim of Folia, whixh was conceived as a place of meeting, recognition, and exchange of ideas between people of vivid spirit and intellectual curiosity.
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